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NEW ORDERS FROM SECRETARY OF 

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

 

On Tuesday, November 17, 2020, two significant safety measures were issued. The first pertains to 

mitigation measures relating to travel. The second measure relates to an updated order surrounding 

universal face coverings. 

 

 

Mitigation Relating to Travel: 

 

Dr. Levine has ordered anyone who enters Pennsylvania from another state or country to provide 

evidence of a negative COVID-19 test result within 72 hours prior to arriving in Pennsylvania and, if 

they cannot or do not get a negative test, they must quarantine for 14 days upon arrival. This Order is 

effective Friday, November 20, 2020 but will not apply to people who commute to neighboring 

states for work or health care as outlined in Section 4 of that Order. 

 

Dr. Levine said she has also ordered all colleges and universities to implement and enforce testing 

and quarantine procedures especially as students come and go from holiday and semester breaks. 

 

It should be noted that the Order does, in fact, distinguish between work-related travel and personal 

travel. Travel between work and home and medical appointments in other states is permitted.  

 

 

Universal Face Coverings: 

 

Dr. Levine also strengthened Pennsylvania’s universal masking order to require mask-wearing where 

people are indoors close to others who are not members of their households. This Order is effective 

November 18, 2020.     

 

A school entity must require that all people, including their employees, customers, teachers, students 

and visitors, wear a face covering and take reasonable steps to enforce the requirement. 

  

Does the Order apply to athletes and sports activities? 

Yes. Everyone who participates in sports activities including coaches, athletes (including 

cheerleaders), and spectators must wear a face covering, such as a mask, unless they fall under 

an exception in Section 3 of the Order. 

 

 Indoors: Coaches, athletes (including cheerleaders), and spectators must wear face 

coverings, when indoors and where another person or persons who are not members of 

the individual's household are present in the same space, irrespective of physical 

distance. This includes while actively engaged in workouts, competition, and on the 

sidelines, etc. 

 

 Outdoors: Coaches, athletes (including cheerleaders), and spectators must wear face 

coverings if they cannot maintain sustained physical distance from persons outside of 

their household. This includes while actively engaged in workouts, competition, and on 

the sidelines, in the dugout, etc. If sustained six-foot distancing can be maintained, face 

coverings may be removed when outdoors. 


